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s It is with great pleasure that I am able
to present to you the exceptional artistic
work of Ruben Gallegos., Most of us know the
joys of a dual heritage = a combination of
0ld world Buropean with our new world Am-—
erican. But Ruben does us one better - his
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Qoors FO° ﬁmosﬂwmao@wmﬁ ColumB ey born in Santa Cruz, one of the oldest set-
cMHm ourss wﬂomoa 12, i WWm ghodt s tlements in Mew lMexico (settled in 1695 by
:WOCB.Q: us on d the

Conquistador Don Juan de Onate). And it is
this multi-faceted cultural heritage which
enables him to transend each separate part

oUrSs B : while combining them all to produce a trul-
TndiansSe srom the very el 1y unique style of egg arte _ :
rtunately dian right® Iike many creative people, Ruben's art-
nfinding' s wwamﬁowwcwwz istic talents were developed early & usual-
en

d unpons | ly took presidence over the more mundane
and T effor | tasks, But also like many before him, just
lenowing what you want to do, usually takes
a long & round about way of getting there!
1 source me So although he had studied art & got a job
1 of the omeswsm forevers teaching art, he found very little time to
Groaiors 8fC e he nistory ¢create art for himself,

Z yogether th S0 in an avant garde American tradition
yry to mwwwmwwﬁm more swwwwp n he left teaching to become a ''house hus-
osH&GHmm we must e OmfU cultura band" - staying home to take care of his
fpﬁmﬁﬁmsm very QWMWmHmd to the two boys, Christopher & John Paul, while

&@Hmwwm Hﬁawmsmmwwsm. Tor & hie wonderful wife, Jean Ann continued to
o tern Natlol In oach is in pursue her own professional career in tea-

Tas “inilar aﬂWHdmmowwwoao. ghinge This left Ruben with a new found

: 5MW&¢H®, oﬁmwwﬂmwwmm. Lo OV freodom to explore new ideas & new methods

o many © that for expressing them.

iPMSmMWma e Mwwwwwswws eges Orginally, he paint-

may @ hes nothing gentle an ed on canvas, but as

culture aut with moama seve e Mwevmwmg Sl
wHNWQWH 1 have foun Christmas show, he de-
ar

clded to create some
ornaments on eggshells
ertoir one s - and he's been doing
up own reP n only it ever since !
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Ruber paints Indian motifs
and pottery to honor his Indian
heritage and traditional Hispanic sub-
jects to honor his Spanish roots. He
views his work '"as a reflection of my
love of New Mexico and the beauty the

- Lord has bestowed upon it". As he re-

searches the various topics, he's be-
come fasinated with the history, espec-
ically of the '"viejitos' and eagerly
vaints the new scenario on an egg !

Through some of these researches he
discovered a little known Spainish
tradition at Easter, still being pract-
iced by the "La Sociedad Folkorica' in
Santa Fe., This society presents a
special traditional dance performed on
the weekend after Faster called "El
Paile de los Cascarones' or the dance
of the eggshells ! MMembers of the soc-
iety make and sell these cascarones =
to the women who in turn proceed to
break them over the head of the gentle-
men they wish to dance with & covering
them both with confetti.

These cascarones whether colored or
gilded are made from empty eggshells,
which have been filled with scraps of
colored paper, ashes or even cologne. The
custonm is not confined to this special dan-
ce alone, nor even the more elaborate ones
made for Carnival. They appear at weddings,
parties of all kinds & other major festivals
They are miniature versions of the great
pinata of Christmas & birthdays, which is
nhung from the ceiling & hit with a stick
until it bursts copen & emits a stream of
little gifts & candies., Some can be very
elaborate creations, covered with tin foil,
wax or tissue paper & are presented with
great pleasure to family & friends alike,

You can make you own cascarones by simply
cutting a small hole in the top of a raw
egg, removing the egg liquid, washing & then

decorating with paints or felt tipped pens.
Allow to dry, fill the inside with some
confetti, candy or little presents. I like
to make a little paper top, either glue a
pilece or tissue paper over the hole or nmake
a tiny "hat' to sit inside the hole. Any-
thing will do, just to keep the small trea-
sures from poping out before their great
debut over someone's head ! It can be a
little messy if done in the house, but it
sure is a special treat for an outdoor
party. It's great fun, especially if the
children make their own special cascarones,

These cascarones are but one more old
folk custom which is being lost to the ef-
fects of the modern world. So if we
can enlist the aid of our children
with fond memories of their own 'good
ole!' days" perhaps some of them will
survive into the next generatione

For that is how most myths & leg -
ends come down to us - through oral
traditions of stories told from father
to son, mother to daughter. A few of
these have been recorded which reflect

of a cosmic egg and the beginnings of
nan's life on earth. i

The most popular tells the story of \\
Wakinyan Tanka, the Great Thunderbird, AASYA
who lives in a tipi on a sacred moun- N
tain in the Black Hills, beside the
tallest of all trees, Inside, he
guards a nest of dry bones, within
which lies a giant egg, from which all
the little thunderbirds will hatche
This egg is so large that it can cover
the entire state of South Dakota ! The
story then goes on to tell of a great
battle which was fought through a huge
flood to save mankind from the evil
water monsters who wanted to rid the
earth of them, .




This story has many versions,
depending upon the particular Indian
tribe telling it. But it essentially
relates the same idea about the great
€EgELo

Another tale is more instructive on
the subject of patience and responsibil-
ity to duty, called the Neglectful Mot~
her (Ochiti). Mother Crow laid two eggs
but after several weeks grew bored sit-
ting on them, so flew off to find some-

thing to eat. She was gone a very
long time. In the meantime, Mother

Hawk saw the lonely eggs & took pity
on them, sat on the nest, hatched them &
took care of them until they were stronge.
Just then, Mother Crow returned & wanted
her fledglings & Mother Hawk refused. So
the matter was taken to Eagle to settle the
issue, After much debate, he returned the
little chicks to Mother Hawk, the one who
loved them, even when they were in the egg.
In other words, from the very beginning,
the struggle of life is guarded & protected
& can be symbolized in the egg.

The third story is about a ghost witch
(Pequod) who is able to escape from Big
BEater by dropping magical eggs into the
river, which multiply so quickly that they
prevent his canoe from following her & she
is able to get away. The central theme for
this tale revolves around the concept of
fertility and great abundance - a symbol
so easily connected with the egg!

It's such a shame that many of these &
other Indian customs were destroyed by the
early explorers - maybe many of the dif-
ficulties could have been avoided., But per-
haps we can now make amends & use our py-
sanky eyes to see the beauty that is left
and try to re-create that which is lost.
With creative people like Ruben Gallegos,
working with our little eggs, I'm sure we
can find more similarities to bring us =
TOGETHER !

NATURAL DYES FOR EGGS

Well, for all of you who have been ask-
ing, I finally finished my researches and
experiments on natural dyeing. And have
produced a new booklet on using natural
materials to produce colors on eggshells,
It begins with a Basic Recipe, lists the
type of equipment & adds some variations,
~ besides the problems & their solutions,and
where & what ingredients to choose for the
color combinations.

Included also are the FIVE main methods
of dyeing, complete with photograph and
directions for each technique :

1¢ Hebrew Chamin

2. Austrian/Swiss VWrap

3. Pa. Dutch Sassy/English Pace
Le German Imprinting

5 Scratch-carving

Rege #6695 but for FOLKART EGGS readers &
the friends - $#5.50, plus $1.00 postage,

Send to : Myque's Egg Three
34 Faxmbrook Dn.

0ed Bridge, NJ 08857
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